B/%/Bm@@
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Let the spirit of youthful joyousness
be characteristic of us....
Pauline von Mallinckrodt



J Around the Table

Sacred Heart Convent Staff

The article “With Our Gratitude” was so unique and
wonderful. Thank you for highlighting all the staff at
Sacred Heart Convent. Each is so dedicated to the Sisters.
We are so grateful to have such devoted, professional

Affirming Comments

Over the many years we have received [BREAD BRO-
KEN] we have never ceased to be amazed at the inspiring
and informative material published therein, as well as the
expert presentation of the articles and photos. Mostly,

seeing and reading about the Sisters with whom we have
been closely acquainted for so long is indeed a joy.

- Jean (Winandy) Evinger
Hampshire, IL

and loving staff.

- Sr. Janice Boyer, SCC
Wilmette, IL

What a wonderful story about the staff
at Sacred Heart. May God bless them for
their caring ministry to the Sisters.

- Judy Puetz
LeMars, IA

Spring 2017 Issue Not Forgotten

| have not forgotten the last wonderful
issue of BREAD BROKEN and the impressive
tribute to Mother Pauline — and all of you
who reflect in your lives all she represents.
Thank you for remembering her words in the
Note from the Publisher: “Let us confidently
place ourselves... into the hands of God.
He knows best how to guide and dispose all
things” A good way to start each day!

- Jean Bishop
Wilmette, IL

General Appreciation

| love the magazine very much. | know
Sisters Mary Cecilia and Joanne Ladwig.
Thank you.

- Audrey M. Ringdal
Spring Lake Park, MN

- h'{] and know {l‘mt] am (e

BREAD BROKEN is always an interesting
magazine and so colorful. | do enjoy it.

- Joan Barrios
Hamtramck, Ml
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Sisters of Christian Charity —
Wilmette, IL. The publication
aims to be a source of information
for the Sisters, their families,
friends and benefactors on the
presence and ministry of the
Sisters of Christian Charity.
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Mission Statement

As Sisters of Christian Charity,
our call is to witness to and share
in the mission of Jesus by letting
His love so permeate and fill us
that our love overflows to all by
being bread broken and wine
poured out.

~

Sr. Mary Clement Eiden
Publisher / Editor

Sr. Anastasia Sanford
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Sr. Mary Ann Warwick
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A Note from the Publisher

Dear Readers,

I just delight in the picture on the cover of this
issue of BREAD BROKEN. It shows our
Sr. Agnette Bengal surrounded by her Sisters as she
celebrated her 104th birthday on February 4th of
this year. It is a beautiful family photo. What joy we all experienced on
this very special occasion. On the back cover, there are other captioned
photos of the party. I personally am grateful to Sister for the mentoring
she provided me when long ago I was given the task she previously had
of organizing the annual retreat program for our Sisters. I also admire
the interest she has always had in all things SCC. And look at the
expression on Sister’s face! Doesn’t it make you want to smile? Sister is
such a pleasant person and is always ready to greet whoever comes her
way. She is truly a model for growing older gracefully. May you have at

least a couple more years, Sr. Agnette!
You will notice a change in this issue of BREAD BROKEN.

Beautiful hands are they that do

Deeds that are noble, good and true;
Busy with them the whole day through—
Beautiful hands are they.

These words are from a song that has been sung in our community over
many years. Beginning with this issue, they will form the theme for a
page of BREAD BROKEN that will be taking the place of “Memories
& Mirth”. Each issue will feature one or two of our Sisters and the
“noble, good and true” deeds that they are doing.

There are many other articles that I hope you will enjoy: a visit to our
former motherhouse, the move of our generalate from Rome to Pader-
born, happenings in the Philippines, activities in and around the Western
Region. The editorial staff has carefully (and many, many times) read over
each article looking to find and correct all the typing, grammar or punc-
tuation errors. I hope we caught all of the mistakes and that your reading
of this issue of BREAD BROKEN will lift and enlighten your spirits.

God bless you.

On page 5 of the winter issue of BREAD BROKEN, the family name of our nurse Edna was
misspelled. It should be “Agustin” You will find a photo of Edna in this issue on page 8. Her family

Correction:

name is spelled correctly. Our apologies for this error.

Cover: Wilmette, IL — Sr. Agnette Bengal is surrounded by
her Sisters at Sacred Heart Convent. Photo by Mary
Clare Donnelly

Page 2: SCC emblem on the fireplace mantel in one of the
condos in Mallinckrodt in the Park. Photo by
Sr. Anastasia Sanford, SCC
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A Visit to Our Former Motherhouse

Text by Sr. Anastasia Sanford, SCC
Photos by Sr. Mary Clement Eiden, SCC
and Sr. Anastasia Sanford, SCC

ast summer, Sr. Mary Ann Warwick met

Mercedes Mann in Mallinckrodt Park. After
a conversation, Mercedes extended an invitation to
Sr. Mary Ann and the Sisters to visit her condo and
several others sometime later in the year. Unlike
some invitations that get lost in the world of ideas,
this one ended in an actual visit. On Sunday,
November 19, two SCCs from the Center
(Sr. Anastasia Sanford and Sr. Mary Ann
Warwick) and five Sisters from Sacred Heart
Convent (Sr. Mary Clement Eiden,
Sr. Mary Albert Gensterblum, Sr. Helen Kron,
Sr. Caroline Schafer and Sr. Pauline Schafer)
visited Mallinckrodt in the Park—the condo-
minium complex in our former motherhouse.
Bill Piet met the Sisters at the side entrance
and ushered them to the lobby where several
Sisters described how it had looked when they
had lived there.

The condo belonging to Marion Walsh was once the back corner of
chapel and the Mother Pauline Shrine (inset). The Sisters immediately
noticed the cherubs at the top of the pillars as they entered the area.

Second Floor

We rode the elevator to the 2nd oor—our

former st floor. The first stop was Unit 211; it was room and into the walk-in closet, we saw the curve of
created in the space which had been the St. Joseph the back wall of the sanctuary, which owners Mercedes
side of chapel and the Mother Pauline Shrine. Mann and Bill Piet had elected to keep. On the back
Owner Marion Walsh graciously invited us in to of the curved wall was hung a collection of crucifixes.
tour her entire condo. The inside of the curve, where the left side of the

The next stop was Unit 213 which had been sanctuary had been, was a large bathroom.
created on the Blessed Virgin side of the chapel and Third Floor

the sacristy. After passing through the master bed-
We again boarded the elevator. On the 3rd floor —

our former 2nd floor — we entered Unit 311 which had
been the Priests’ Department. Jill Davis invited us to
look at every corner of her condo. In what had been
one of the offices for the use of priests, a jukebox stood
in a corner. The Sisters crowded into the room to sing
“God Bless America” accompanied by Kate Smith on
the jukebox. Mrs. Davis is a collector of many unique
objects which are displayed throughout her condo.
One object which caught the interest of some of the
Sisters was a large, antique music box which used a
pin roller and bells to play several tunes. This was
reminiscent of the large music box that is now at the

SCC Center.

The treasured collection of crucifixes belonging to
Mercedes Mann.
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The group next headed to Unit 313 in what had
been the upper part of the chapel including the choir
loft. This condo, belonging to Mark and Nancy
McGowan, boasted very high ceilings. The original
pattern on the chapel ceiling where the arches met
was still there when the unit was purchased. Nancy

and Mark had had the pattern
copied and stencils were made.
Then the ceiling was repainted
and the stencils used to pains-
takingly restore the design.
There were three places where
this was done. The color of the
design is a bit more green and
the gold leaf is missing as in
former times, but it all brought
back a familiar feeling to the
Sisters. The little room where
the music books had been
stored is now an open study
much lighter and airier as the
windows had been enlarged.
The arch where the organ pipes
had formerly been is striking-
ly lit with accent lights. The
chapel units also have huge
windows which had previously

held panes of stained glass. The now-clear windows
let in the light of a bright November day. This unit
also had a loft and a few Sisters ventured upward
to inspect Nancy’s work area overlooking the

living room.

Unit 314 encompassed the upper part of the chapel

What impressed
me most was the owners’
sense of respect for the
space that they occupied.
Many noted the peace they
felt inthe atimosphere.
I so-appreciated their
opening their homes to- us:
(Sr. Mary Clement)

windows which had formerly graced the lower part
of the chapel. This window has the IHS inscribed in
it and had been placed there by the contractor. Eileen
is very enthusiastic about the history of the building.
Below the IHS window is a fireplace. The mantel’s
marble is somewhat similar to that black-veined white

marble from which the altar had
been made. In the center of the
mantel is carved the SCC
emblem—in memory of the
Sisters who had lived there for
83 years. Eileen also saw to it
that the design in the sanctuary
dome was preserved. There had
been some touching-up of the
art work, but most of it is the
original. Likewise the gold leaf
on the column capitals was
preserved and touched up.
Eileen sees reminders of the
Sisters in nearly everything in
this unit.

The Sisters and all of the
owners of the condo units
we had visited then enjoyed a
snack of cheeses, fruit, cookies,
crackers and various beverages.

We spent a very pleasant time enjoying each other’s
company. As our time together drew to a close, the
Sisters sang two of the hymns which had been heard in
the chapel on special occasions: “Oh, My Queen, My

Mother” and the “Glory Be to the Father...” by

transept, sanctuary and apse. The owners, Mathew

and Eileen Paull, were the hosts for the group. Here
also, the large clear windows let in a great amount
of light. We could see the former novitiate porches
from the bedroom window — where the Blessed
Virgin stained glass artwork had been — and the
former kitchen driveway from the living room
window where the massive St. Joseph window had
been. After returning from an inspection of the
upper loft in this unit, the group was invited to be
seated in the formal living room. This room over-
looks the park. Doors—leading to a porch—were

set into what had been arches in the dome. In the
center arch (instead of a door) was one of the round

Over the years dust and smoke from the gas lamps and
the candles had nearly obscured the design. It was
exciting to see how the stencilwork on the chapel’s
ceiling must have looked in the early days of the

motherhouse.

Sr. Josetta Condné, SCC. -
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Visit (continued from page 5)

O ]
I had o sense of

wonder/amagement that the
space inside the former Motherhouse
could be transformed into-the
I experienced o sense of joy that the
residenty remavked so-often that
they treasuwe the “auwnt” of peace
Mallinckrodt in the Park building.
I was impressed by the
intentional cave to-preserve the
detnils and structwes of the

|I ” Hl i .| l \ \ :'M '|I"."I“\.I|'."‘

] (Sr. Mary Ann) 1]

View of the arch formerly occupied
by the organ pipes (inset) in the
McGowan'’s condo. High ceilings in
this unit made a “2nd floor” and a
loft workspace possible.

] [ ]
I way delighted

when we were irwited
at owr former Motherhouse.
Mawny memories caume back
to-me. I sow ouwches and

pillowy right wheve I
1 L6 The setting sun could not eclipse the smiles of our hosts:
y Marian Walsh, Mark and Nancy McGowan, Bill Piet, Mercedes Mann,
(Sr. Pauline) Jill Davis, Eileen Paull, Nancy Freeman and Matthew Paull.
] ] Seated: Sr. Helen Kron and Sr. Caroline Schafer.
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Ineach of the homes: avch-

wawys, pillaws, windows and
angels weve pointed out withv pride.
It was very evident that the new own-
evy of owr former home loved not only
the building but also-the atimosphere
of Mallinckrodt. One womawv related:
“My sister is o Presbyterviow
Minister and whew she first stepped
into- my home she told me that she
could feel an aurow of provyer and
N\ peace.” It is gratifying to-heow that
truly av place of peace.
5 / As hawd as it was to- see our
Motherhouse sold, we now know that
N ": " it i called home by some very
special people:

(Sr. Caroline) |_:|

Top: The loft offered us a close-up view
of the sanctuary ceiling; in the years we
had lived at the Motherhouse we had
never been able to see the sanctuary
ceiling detail.

Center: The artwork on the ceiling of
the former sanctuary also has been
painstakingly restored.

Bottom: View from the loft in the Paull’s

unit. The rug had been custom made to
reflect the design in the ceiling.
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il Potpourri
Fresh Air Friday...

Text by Sr. Mary Clement Eiden, SCC/ Sr. Carolyn Eultgen, SCC
Photo by Sally Turbov

Fresh Air Friday (FAF) had its beginning in the tinued, the venue changed to the screened-in ground
spring of 2016. Its purpose is to bring Sisters from the porch outside of the dining room. One Friday, Sally,
third floor outdoors to enjoy the fresh air. The Sisters the Sisters and the refreshments all found their way

to our cemetery on the SCC Center grounds down
the street about two blocks. When the weather turns
colder, the event goes in and up to the third floor west
porch which is enclosed.

After all of the Sisters have found a place and gotten
‘ settled, beverages are served to suit personal tastes;
P ; JD ; 'd c.g. flavored coffee (with or without creamer) or hot

” ' chocolate. Sally has a Keurig machine so each cup/

mug (nothing Styrofoam) is personal and fresh. In
warmer weather cold drinks are also served. Ice cream
in a cone, waffle cup or dish is often on the menu and
accompanied by such treats as cake, cupcakes, brown-
ies, cookies — provided and usually baked by Sally. Cut
apples and cheese also appear frequently. What other
surprises might appear on the table/s is anyone’s guess.

'1
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h
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Sr. Rosemary Schwer, Sr. Bernadette Voss, Sr. Mary Clement At times a big event is celebrated — as when the
Eiden, Sr. Agnette Bengal, Sr. Dolores Bozif, Sr. Margaritis CUBS won the World Series in 2016. Or, there is
Kullowitch, Sr. Consuela Chase (green shawl) and Sr. Carolyn a “theme” — as around Halloween, Thanksgiving,
Eultgen were among the first to enjoy FAF... and this was the Christmas, Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day, the
year the Cubs won the World Series! Fourth of July. One time there was a picnic theme with
White Castle “sliders”, mini hot dogs and snow cones.
arrive in wheelchairs, pushing walkers or leaning on an Fresh Air Friday is an opportunity for the Sisters to
assisting arm. Other Sisters also join the group. Sally experience something different, to have a change of
Turbov, head nurse, organizes everything and gets help  scenery, to visit and chat with one another. Stories or
at times from the nursing staff or other volunteers. interesting information is sometimes shared. FAF is an
When it began, Fresh Air Friday was held on the activity to which the Sisters always look forward.

outside ground porch next to the kitchen. As it con-

... and Birthdays

Photo by Sally Turbov

Birthday celebrations also take place on the 3rd
floor. For Sr. Agnette’s 104th birthday a special gift
was created: a giant word search puzzle. Sister enjoys
doing such puzzles on a much smaller scale. Joan

Henrick created the word search on the computer.

Edna Agustin - one of the nurses at Sacred Heart o

Convent - enlarged the puzzle, hand lettering it onto U Mg, W

a large bed sheet. The sheet was then stretched over O :-'\-\ - N ::" " .

a wooden frame made by Mike Turbov. The words - By SN Y Sl .

that appeared in the puzzle —“Sweet”, “ice cream”, 3 P g e S

« f e D B D @ . » N . 2 o B N c
smart’, “teacher”, “solitaire”, “Westphalia” — are asso- b < = A sl ;

ciated with Sr. Agnette’s life. T (\‘\‘Q D) e \)\"- ~ =, 1‘_\"'
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l Beautiful Hands
Beautiful hands are they that do

I Deeds that are noble, good and true;
ariety o OrKS : g
Text by Sr. Mary Clement Eiden, SCC Busy with them the whole day through—

Beautiful hands are they.
“My hands at work, ny
heowt witihv God.™”

(Mother Pauline)

This maxim of Mother Pauline is a favorite of Sr. Anastasia
Sanford and has guided her life and activity through the years.
Sr. Anastasia’s principal ministry is that of Regional Archivist.
As such, she uses her hands to file important documents and
numerous photos — keeping track of all of them and pulling
them out whenever requests for them are made. She arranges
and periodically changes the display cabinets in the corridor
outside the Archives department. She has put together a timeline
showing the history of our province/region that is “strung along”
a vine of leaves which she made from a piece of steel cable and

screens from the former motherhouse, and bunches of grapes Tweety and Miki enjoy a soft perch on
made of round pieces of glass. Her hands have hung numerous Sr. Anastasia’s hand. Photo by Sr. Dolores
pictures and arranged countless items in our heritage area. She Bozif, SCC

produces art and crafts and sees possibilities in all kinds
of materials.

Sr. Anastasia’s hands at the computer can do amazing work.
She does the initial layout for BREAD BROKEN: setting up
the format, getting the colors the right shade, putting photos in
a pleasing arrangement. She designs the community Christmas
card and creates cards for special namedays and birthdays. She
does the programs for regional events: designs covers, types,
formats, and knows what icons to click on to get the machine
to copy, collate and staple. She is willing to help any Sister with
a letter that needs to be typed and printed. Sr. Anastasia can do
almost anything on the computer.

Another area where Sr. Anastasia’s hands are “doing deeds” is
in the kitchen. Sister enjoys taking her turn at preparing meals
at the SCC Center. She often looks up new recipes online to
prepare for the community there. She also bakes cookies:
chocolate chip, peanut butter, oatmeal-raisin and other kinds
found in the SCC cookbook.

What else can Sr. Anastasia be seen doing? She really loves to
take Sr. Agnette Bengal outside and pushes her wheelchair down
the street, around the Center grounds and elsewhere so
Sr. Agnette can get some fresh air and enjoy the beauty of
nature. (The two Sisters often stop at the Center for a cookie
or three for Sr. Agnette.) She regularly cleans the fish tank at

Sr. Anastasia and Sr. Agnette pause for a
Sacred Heart Convent and helps Sr. Helen Kron with the birds photo. Photo by Sr. Mgry al enI: .

(two parakeets). 7
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And Yet Another Move

Text by Sr. Joanne Bednar, SCC

Assistance for this article from Sr. Irmhild Hesse, SCC
(Archivist of German Region) and

Sr. Christhild Neuheuser, SCC is gratefully acknowledged.

oday, the central administration of the

Sisters of Christian Charity is once again

housed in Paderborn, Germany. On

December 15, 2017 the journey back to
Paderborn was completed after 62 years of residence
in Rome.

A Bit of History

In 1849, the “central headquarters” of the Sisters
of Christian Charity was established in Paderborn,
Germany, where the Congregation had just been
founded by Mother Pauline with her three compan-
ions. In October of 1955, the generalate (general
administration) of the Congregation was moved from
Paderborn to a new residence known as Monte Mario
on Via Misurina just outside of Rome. Seven Sisters,
together with then superior general Mother Mathilde
Niemann, traveled by car to their new home in the
center of Catholic Christendom. One of the motivat-
ing factors for this move was the thinking that being
closer to the Vatican would make business matters of
an ecclesial nature easier to conduct. When the group
outgrew this house in 1960, another move brought
them to Casa Maria Immaculata on Via Massimo.
Here, for almost ten years, was the center — the heart
and soul — for the 2000+ Sisters of our five provinces:

Europe (1), North America (2) and South America (2).

Currently the number of Sisters in these five areas —
and the mission in the Philippines — is 422.

,-
|—

Instead of carrying the boxes down several flights of
stairs the movers used a special ‘elevator’ to transport
them down to the courtyard.

A New Focus

Under the leadership of Sr. Augustilde Giessen,
superior general from 1966-1978, plans were made to
build a new generalate on the outskirts of Rome on Via
di Boccea. This new building would not only house
the general administration but would also have the
ministry of hospitality to pilgrims and tourists coming
to Rome. It would be a pensione or guest house. This
building was completed in 1970. As the years passed
and the number of Sisters available for this work in
Rome decreased, the ministry became too intense.
(Many of the Sisters who resided at Boccea can attest
to the number of dishes, pots, pans, and silverware
that had to be washed, the bed sheets, pillow cases,
linen, etc. that needed to be changed, as well as the

Rome - Monte Mario
(Via Misurina) 1955-1960
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cooking, cleaning and general availability that this
ministry entailed.) This gift of hospitality to Roman
visitors ended shortly before the building was sold to
the Fraternita Sacerdotale S. Carlo Borromeo in 1996.
For about one year the Sisters shared chapel, kitchen
and dining room facilities (Wing C) with this group.
The Sisters had their living quarters in Wing A and
the Fathers occupied Wing B which originally had
been the tourist section.

Meanwhile as God was closing the door to Boccea,
God was opening a window. In that year, the school
which the Sisters had operated in Villa Paolina in the
city of Rome was closing due to low enrollment and
financial issues. The former school was then renovated
for the Sisters of the Generalate and staff where they
lived until 2017. Once again, the building became
too large for the number of Sisters and, with the rapid
growth in technology, communication with the
various Church offices could just as easily be done
from other places.

The Journey Continues. ..and Ends

Once again, the Provident God had arrangements.
Haus Mallinckrodt on the property of Mother
Pauline’s original foundation became vacant. The
elderly residents who had been living there had
been re-accommodated in a new building on the
motherhouse grounds. As this article is being written,
the living quarters and office spaces for the generalate
are still being completed. The Sisters, meanwhile, are
living at the Motherhouse—a stone’s throw away.

And so the journey from place to place came full
circle on December 15, 2017 as Sr. Maria del Rosario
Castro, superior general, Sr. Adalberta Mette,

Sr. Joanne Bednar and Sr. Maria de los Angeles

The new Generalate is the light-colored building at right.

Visible at left is the red brick of the German Region'’s
motherhouse.

Carrera bade farewell to Villa Paolina. Five days later,
the remaining four Sisters, Sr. DeSales Tonero,
Sr. Clarentia Mising, Sr. Maria Immaculata Marino
and Sr. Cicilia Struck joined them in Paderborn.

Moving from one house to another is always a
challenge. Add to that the challenge of moving to
a new country. We are fortunate to be able to move
where there is an SCC “family”. Although the logistics
of moving into a new residence are daunting, there
were always Sisters to help and encourage. Nearly 450
boxes needed to be unpacked and distributed to the
new areas of Haus Mallinckrodt. What could not be
situated in the new surroundings was stored in various
places. Hopefully, as you are reading this article, the
new home and offices will have been completed.

Daily walks to the grave of Mother Pauline and the
opportunity to pray there are gifts to which no price
can be attached. 7

» |
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Rome - Via di Boccea - 1970-1997
L-R: Wing A - Sisters’ quarters; Wing B - Fathers’ quarters;
Wing C - chapel, kitchen and dining facilities, large hall

Rome - Villa Paolina - 1997-2017
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lIn & Around the Region
Our Jubilarian of 2018

Text by Sr. Mary Clement Eiden, SCC | Photo courtesy of the Western Region Archives

Usually when you open to the center page of the summer issue of
BREAD BROKEN you find photos and verbal sketches of our jubilarians
of that year: five, six, or one year even nine. This year the Western Region has
a single jubilarian: Sr. Helen Kron who is celebrating 70 years as a Sister of
Christian Charity.

Elizabeth (Sr. Helen) attended Josephinum High School (Chicago) where she
focused on secretarial courses. Sr. Manetta Lamberty, her teacher, recognized
her skills and got Elizabeth employment at the Lamberty Publishing Company.
During her junior and senior year, she worked there after school each day for two
hours and on Saturdays for a longer time. Sr. Helen remembers that Sr. Manetta
“encouraged” her (“she didn’t push me”) to enter the SCC community. In 1948
Elizabeth worked all summer at Lamberty’s—up to one week before she went to
Wilmette—so she could give one last check to her mother.

St. Helen’s ministry included years in elementary classrooms and a few years
doing secretarial work. In 1981 Sister came to Sacred Heart Convent where she was appointed housekeeping
supervisor. She also helped in the sacristy and at the reception desk. At present, Sister has many smaller
responsibilities around the convent.

Sr. Helen’s love for God’s little creatures (squirrels, rabbits, birds, fish, etc.) is well known at Sacred Heart and
elsewhere. As Sister recalls, this concern started at Resurrection Convent in St. Louis where someone called her
attention to a distressed robin on the enclosed patio. Sister suggested that bread and water be put out for the bird.
This went on for several days until the bird flew over the patio wall. More recently, a cardinal (or “red bird” as
Sister would say) felt comfortable enough to come and sit on her shoulder. Sister enjoys walking outside to
appreciate nature “up close and personal”.

When asked about her 70 years in the convent, Sr. Helen quickly said: “For me, there is no better place.”
Congratulations, Sr. Helen!

Celebrating St. Patrick

Text by Sr. Mary Clement Eiden, SCC

Since our Congregation was founded in Paderborn, Germany, it is rather surprising that we give
St. Patrick so much attention; but, that is the case. On Tuesday, March 13, Bill O’Connor (nephew of
St. Mary Eileen O’Connor—the only Sister currently of Irish heritage in our Region) and his wife, Lynn (who
claims no Irish heritage) came to entertain us during our dinner hour. The voices of this singing duo blend in
g~ wonderful harmony and are accompamed by Bill’s amplified guitar. Such fa-
vorites as “McNamara’s Band”, “Danny Boy”, “When Irish Eyes Are Smiling”
and “Too Ra Loo Ra Loo Ra” were offered, and the Sisters were invited to
sing along. Irish anecdotes and jokes were also part of this program. Sr. Mary
Eileen gave us her rendition of “Tis A Little Bit of Heaven”. The closing song
was an “Irish Blessing” composed by Bill and Lynn.
_ On March 15, Sr. Karen Zgutowicz and her volunteers put on the annual
B8 St. Pat’s party. Our dining room had been decorated appropriately for some
time ahead — a definitely green and shamrock atmosphere. On entering the
dining room, each Sister received a large green shamrock that had a word
of Irish connotation on it: Blarney Stone, leprechaun, shillelagh, shamrock,
green, pot of gold, March 17, etc. Several of these words were called out at
intervals and the lucky holder received a door prize in a green gift bag.

Bill and Lynn O’Connor
serenade the Sisters. Photo by
Sr. Dolores Bozif, SCC
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Something New

Text by Sr. Theresa Marie Tran, SCC
Photo courtesy of Sr. Theresa Marie Tran, SCC

During my last five years at Divine Word College,
my ministerial role has been threefold: teaching, giving
spiritual direction, coordinating the ministry program.
It has been an enriching experience. At the beginning
of the 2017-18 academic year I exchanged my role as F— :
coordinator of the ministry program to do something Sr. Theresa Marie (4th from right - top row) with some
new: become the formation director for a group of 18 of the Sisters from Vietnam who are studying at Divine
women religious who are students at Divine Word. Uieid) el e
These women religious come from Vietnam and represent ten different religious communities. They are studying
in the United States to learn English and to earn a degree. Nine of them have not yet professed their final vows
and nine have. Since the period of study lasts between four to six years, these Sisters are not able to participate in
their own community’s formation program for those in temporary vows.

Divine Word College has designed a program to provide these Sisters with formation while they are away from
their own country. As part of this formation program, we meet once a week for a prayer experience which is
prepared by different members of the group. Every three weeks there are talks on particular formation topics given
by experienced presenters. These “lectures” are primarily for the Sisters in temporary vows but are open to all the
Sisters. (There is another group of 18 Sisters who have all made final profession.)

It has been a learning experience for me to journey with these Sisters. They are women with many talents. We
have shared with and learned from one another. I am reminded of the time when I myself came from Vietnam
to the United States and had to learn English and adapt to the US culture. With time and the generous help and
understanding of numerous people, the language and culture somehow became my second nature. Through the
generosity of the Society of Divine Word Missionaries, these women religious will someday make their unique
contributions not only to their Congregations but also to the Church in Vietnam. I am grateful to be a part of
their journey.

Bingo was played and Sr. Mary Ann Warwick accompanied us on piano as we sang Irish songs between games.
Refreshments included shamrock cookies and mini-cupcakes; Green River flowed.

This year our celebration had a first-time-ever event: a bagpipe performance. James Brian Melnyshuck, a
member of the Chicago Highland Rifles and the Illinois Veterans and Police Association Honour Guard, came
to play for the Sisters. James became interested in playing the bagpipe when he was entranced by a piper and
drummer who gave a presentation at his grade school, St. Philomena in Chicago. When his first attempt didn’t
work—the teacher didn’t seem to be the right fit for him — the
dream was deferred. At age forty, the dream was realized. James
not only played a variety of songs for our entertainment but also
shared some very interesting facts about the instrument itself.
All was appreciated and we are hoping that James will give an
encore performance in the future. T

Before entertaining the Sisters in the dining room, James played
for the customers at the semi-annual craft sale held in the
laundry of Sacred Heart Convent. L-R James Brian, Sr. Mary Ann
Warwick, Sr. Maria Martin Nguyen, Sr. Mary Clement Eiden and
Sr. Rose Mary Meyer, BVM.
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ll Sharing Pauline’s Vision

/ Letting Go

Text by
Sr. Joanne Bednar, SCC

“The moment I realize God'’s wish, I must be ready to
relinquish everything, even that which I cherish most.”
(Mother Pauline, Retreat 1843)

Pauline learned early in her life the lesson of
detachment from all persons and things. As her
mother lay dying, she removed the rings from her
fingers and said to Pauline: “It would be painful for
you to do this after my death. They will be precious
remembrances to my beloved children; take them
and share them with the others.”

Leaving cherished ministries and beginning anew
in unfamiliar surroundings is not new to the Sisters
of Christian Charity. Already in Mother Pauline’s life,
she and her Sisters had many opportunities to “relin-
quish” both great and small “cherished” activities.

Often Mother Pauline wrote words which spoke of
her happiness at her Sisters” atctachment to places of
ministry:

o Above all I am pleased that they are so attached
to the school, are so happy in their vocations,
and like it so much in Dortmund.

*  Sr. Clara...is distinguished for her piety and has
the rare gift of drawing children to herself so that
they are much attached to her. She uses this
attachment to lead the children to God and
instills in them a love of virtue.

*  Our Sisters are affectionately attached to
Dortmund whose inhbitants have given us
constant proof of confidence and kindness.

In contrast, consider the same Mother Pauline
speaking words of encouragement to Sisters being
asked to leave ministries to which they were
lovingly attached:
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*  You have to make the sacrifice of leaving
Sigmaringen. I know very well that you are
attached to this sphere of activity, but I know, too,
that you are willing to make this sacrifice. Make it
with a generous heart.

»  For dear Sr. Hldegardis the parting will certainly
be hard, but I believe you all will offer this sacrifice
to the dear Lord with willing hearts.

o [t is certainly a great sacrifice for you
[Sr. Walburga] to leave Crefeld, but may the
dear Lord bless you abundantly in return.

o [ am happy to learn that a great number of our
Sisters are willing to leave their native country
to serve the good Lord as a religious in a foreign
country [Americal. I am very grateful to the
good God for this spirit of sacrifice.

In a letter to Sr. Gonzaga, Mother Pauline wrote

in part:

...However, Constance is such a pleasant, quiet,
peaceful place, a house without debts and it will be very
painful to lose it. Moreover, it is such a pleasant field
of labor, but what can we do—God has given, God has
taken, the name of the Lord be blessed.

Through the years as beloved sponsored ministries
closed because of political situations, war, changing
demographics, financial issues or lack of personnel,
the same spirit of detachment has prevailed among the
Sisters of Christian Charity. Today there are similar
situations playing out across our Congregation.

* In August of 1999, the Western Province sold
their Motherhouse to Loyola University after
nine years of gradually downsizing as Loyola
leased more and more of the building.

e In 2008, the Uruguay-Argentina Province
sold their Motherhouse to the presiding
diocesan bishop.

e In 2018, a smaller and more functional building
on the grounds in Mendham, NJ, will house the
administration of the Fastern Province, the
house of formation, and the home for the elderly
and infirm Sisters who previously resided in
Holy Family convent in Danville, PA.

What does all of this say to us as people living in the
21st century? Mother Pauline gives advice that applies
to all Christians endeavoring to sincerely follow Jesus
Christ as disciples:

[We] must therefore be on [our] guard against all such
attachments; [it] may be an object, a certain office or
occupation, a room, a place, a city, village, or country;
it may be the blind, the needy, relatives or friends, etc.
Nothing can be more important than our relationship
with God. (Draft of the 1st Constitutions of the Sisters of
Christian Charity)



l Companions of Pauline

Days of Recollection
Text gathered by Sr. Mary Ann Warwick, SCC

Throughout her life, Mother Pauline cherished
times of quiet and solitude when her own spirit could
be renewed. Such time is offered annually to our
Companions of Pauline.

For the Chicago-area Companions, the day of
recollection was held at Sacred Heart Convent in
Wilmette on Saturday, February 17. Using PowerPoint,
Fr. David Streit, SVD gave a morning presentation on
the development of lay groups who live in relationship
with religious congregations. In the afternoon, the
presentation focused on the ways in which the
Companions share in and live the charism of Mother
Pauline. Time was scheduled for Mass, private and
communal prayer and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. Vespers and Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament brought the day to a close.

The annual retreat day for the Companions in
New Orleans was Saturday, March 17 at the
Mt. Carmel Motherhouse. Fr. Jose Lavastida
celebrated Mass at 9:00 a.m. He led the group in
meditation and contemplation throughout the day
until 2:30 p.m. Various areas such as the chapel and
grounds were open for quiet prayer.

Wyble, Louis Flattmann, Beverly Viloria, Sr. Francetta
Scherer, Aggie Jackson and Gaynell Marchand.
Photo courtesy of Sr. M. Joanne Ladwig, SCC

In St. Louis, the Companions attended a day of
recollection held on Ash Wednesday at the Passionist
Nuns’ chapel in Ellisville, MO. The day consisted of
two conferences presented by Msgr. Gregory Mikesch as
well as Stations of the Cross and recitation of the rosary.
Holy Mass and distribution of ashes were part
of the day as was Benediction. An opportunity to receive
the Sacrament of Reconciliation was also available.

February 2 was set aside by the Companions in
Fulton, MO for their time of reflection. The day began
with 8:15 a.m. Mass at St. Peter Church in Fulton.
After Mass, Deacon John Neudecker and the
Companions met in the conference room of the parish
center for breakfast and socializing. Deacon John then
showed a video from “Formed”, an online resource of
Catholic content available to the parish. He shared
further thoughts on “God is Love”—which was the
focus of the video.

The Companions in Michigan schedule their retreat
day in the summer when Sr. Pauline Schafer and
Sr. Caroline Schafer are there for their home visit.

The Fulton, MO Companions. Standing: Rose Vandeloecht,
Mary Lou Lander, Cathy Harris, Joyce Vandeloecht.

Seated: Brenda Kempker, Kay Neudecker, Catherine Fegley.
Photo courtesy of Brenda Kempker.

Our Newest Coordinator

Text and photo courtesy of Sr. Mary Ann Warwick, SCC

When Sr. Mary Ann Eultgen died in December 2017 (see obituary on p. 19) after being

Coordinator of the St. Louis Companions for 17 years, there was need to find someone who
could assume that role. Darlene Johnson, who as Leader had worked closely with Sr. Mary
Ann for many years, was the likely choice. The Regional Leadership Team officially ap-
pointed Darlene as Coordinator on December 12, 2017. Darlene was very happy to accept
this responsibility. She will join Sr. Pauline Schafer, Director of the Companions, and other
SCC Coordinators at their annual meeting at Sacred Heart Convent on June 18, 2018. ¢
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B Our Future

News from the Vocation Team

Text by Sr. Monica Cormier, SCC / Sr. Juliana Miska, SCC

Photo by Sr. Juliana Miska, SCC

“Want to Know More”

If you have not been to our website lately (www.
sccwilmette.org), you may want to check out some
of our newest postings! During 2018 we are asking
12 Sisters to share a little bit about themselves. It will
be on the front page of the website and if you “Want
to Know More”, you just click on those words and you
can contact someone for more information.

In January, Sr. Anastasia shared a bit about what
being the Regional Archivist means. In
February you read about Sr. Mary Ann
Warwick who tells us that she has been a
Sister of Christian Charity for 75% of her life!
In March Sr. Maria Martin Nguyen writes
about where she was born (hint: her last name)
and what she does through her ministry to
reach out to those in need. There will be a
different Sister each month, so check us out
and let us know what more you would like
to know!

Coffee and Donuts Sunday

Who doesn’t like coffee and donuts on
Sunday after Mass! On February 11, six Sisters
of Christian Charity attended all the Masses
at St. Joseph’s Parish in Wilmette and stayed
after to greet the parishioners. (More Sisters
wanted to attend, but due to the snowstorm,
they were unable.) In the course of their conversations
with the people, the Sisters shared about their lives as
Sisters and learned about the lives of the parishioners.
Everyone was given an opportunity to meet and to
learn about Blessed Mother Pauline von Mallinckrodt
by joining a Reading Circle. How wonderful that we
already have five parishioners who have formed a
reading circle! We will begin with the book Love
Never Counts, Love Alone Counts written by
Sr. Adalberta Mette, SCC. There is still time to join
a circle or start a new one if YOU are interested! The
Sisters and parishioners had such a great time together
that they are hoping to have another “meet and greet,
coffee and donuts Sunday” again real soon!

Vocation Mass at St. Dominic’s in New Orleans

The Sisters who live in New Orleans have been invit-
ed to St. Dominic Parish to be present and share about
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our Congregation at the Monthly Vocation Mass in
April. At that time, the Sisters will also participate as
ministers during the Mass; one will do the readings
and two will carry the gifts. One may even dress up
in the former habit in order to “introduce” Mother
Pauline to the parishioners. After Communion

one Sister will share a brief history of the Sisters of
Christian Charity in New Orleans and where we are
world-wide. After Mass the Sisters will be available to
talk with anyone who may want to comment or ask a

Ll

Sr. Mary Ann Warwick meets with Reading Circle members Honey
Sheridan, Loretta Jacobs and Meg Kennedy. (Present but not
pictured: Jean Bishop, Regina Lee)

question. There will also be flyers available for those
who may be interested in joining a Reading Circle to
learn more about Mother Pauline and the Sisters of
Christian Charity.

First of Its Kind

Have you heard? For the first time in the history of
our Congregation, the General Administration and the
Regional/Provincial Leaders will meet together with
the international group of Formators. This gathering
will take place in July in Mendham, NJ. We will look
together for new opportunities that will bring growth
and new life in the Congregation and in our minis-
try to the Church and our wounded world. We look
forward to sharing more with you in the next issue of
BREAD BROKEN.

(See the article on p.18 about the visit of the novices,
postulants and directresses from our Eastern Province.)



B SCCs Around the World

News from Margaretha Home in the Philippines

Text and photos by Sr. Theresia Barkey, SCC / Sr. Mary Dolores Tan, SCC

New Resident

On July 1, 2017 a new resident began to live with us in Margaretha Home for the
Blind: 17-year old Mery Ann Villanueva (totally blind). The Missionaries of Charity
of Mother Teresa brought her to us. Her mother has psychological problems and her
father is a very poor farmer.

Up to Mery Ann’s coming to us, she had been confined to the family house and had
learned nothing. So, her education began with us. Mery Ann has now learned to walk
alone, to eat on her own with a fork and a spoon, to take care of her own personal -
hygiene and to wash her own clothes with some help; she now mingles with the other .
girls. She has become oriented in our Learning Center for the Blind and in Mery Ann does a Braille
Margaretha Home and is picking up basic skills. All of this was a totally new world pre-reading exercise
for Mery Ann. We were reminded of Mother Pauline and how she cared for under the tutelage of

Margretchen in her time. There is still a great deal for Mery Ann to learn, but St Theresia Barkey, SCC.
every day we are happy to see her progress.

Visitor from Paderborn

A visit cherished and enjoyed by all the girls was that of Bishop Matthias Koenig, the Auxiliary Bishop from
Paderborn, Germany He and his group arrived at Margaretha Home this past February 3rd around 9:30 a.m.
and left only at 4:45 p.m. after the celebration of the Mass.

Bishop Koenig and the group took time to talk with our blind
girls and were amazed at how our MHB girls could communicate
very well in English. The blind girls and staff presented a program
of dance and music including a German folk song—which showed
they can somehow experience Germany in the Philippines. After a
simple meal of Filipino dishes: Adobo (meat and potatoes) and Pancit
Malabon (noodles and seafood), the gitls gave the group a tour of the
home. After that we Sisters brought the visitors to our convent nearby.
In the chapel, we have a Digital Hymn Box so we had Karaoke with
German church songs in English. We then shared coffee, Stollen
(a German pastry) and our experiences here in the Philippines.

At about 3:30 p.m. all of us returned to Margaretha House where
Bishop Koenig celebrated the Mass. He offered the Mass for all of our benefactors and expressed his gratefulness

to all who have extended help in any way to us and to our blind girls. He also blessed our throats since it was the
feast of St. Blase.

Mass with the Bishop in the small chapel
of Margaretha House

Updates

In the beginning of April 2018, three of our blind girls finished their 10th Grade
in the local high school which has special classes for visually-impaired students.
They are very proud to have reached this point after all their efforts. Karen Len
Cruz will continue to study at a Senior High School in Isabela, a province in the
north of the Philippines. She wants to become a teacher. Maribel Ragsag will be
at a Rehabilitation Center near Margaretha Home to learn massage therapy tech-
niques. Lynette Makiling (who still has low vision) has a unique offer to learn
housekeeping in a large hotel. This is very new here for a visually-impaired person.
She will travel forth and back by Jeepney from Margaretha Home. We here at
Margaretha Home wish our gitls success in their
studies and God’s blessings for their future. = Karen, Lynette and Maribel
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B Connections
An Unlikely Reunion

Text by Sr. Mary Ann Warwick, SCC
Photo by Sally Turbov

Francesca Kye has lived in Wilmette for more than 40 years
during which time she has been a member of St. Joseph Parish and
St. Joseph Choir. As a fellow member of the choir, Sr. Mary Ann
Warwick became acquainted with Francesca. After choir rehearsal,
Sr. Mary Ann sometimes gets a ride from Francesca to the SCC Center.
One evening as they drove past Mallinckrodt in the Park, Francesca asked
Sister the whereabouts and state of health of Sr. Consuela Chase who had
taught Francesca in the ESL (English as a Second Language) Program at
Mallinckrodt College some thirty plus years ago. Sr. Consuela had -
directed the program at Mallinckrodt College from 1975-1998. Sr. Consuela and Francesca enjoyed

St. Mary Ann was glad to report that Sr. Consuela lives at Sacred Heart their time together.
Convent at 2221 Elmwood Avenue, just a few blocks to the west of
Mallinckrodt in the Park. Francesca was excited by the prospect of visiting Sister in the near future. Arrangements
were made with Sr. Eleanor Ann, Local Leader at Sacred Heart Convent, and Sally Turbov, nursing supervisor.
On Tuesday, March 6, Francesca arrived at Sacred Heart Convent bearing an orchid plant and a lovely card for
Sr. Consuela. Teacher and student enjoyed a pleasant visit and made plans to get together again.

Connected Once Again

Text by Sr. Juliana Miska, SCC / Sr. Monica Cormier, SCC | Photo by Sr. Anastasia Sanford, SCC

The Here I Am weekend held on March 2-3 at Sacred Heart Convent in Wilmette was a time for welcoming
our novices, postulants and their directresses from the Eastern Province.

On Friday morning, six of the Sisters on the third floor were interviewed by the novices and postulants.
Sally Turbov, head nurse, described each of the Sister interviewees in terms of personality, life experiences,
gifts, hobbies, and where they were at present. As Sally spoke, the directresses listened carefully so as to
partner each novice/postulant with a Sister having similar interests. Afterward, each pair created a poster that
included a photo of the two and depicted some of the highlights of their conversation. These posters were
shared with the other Sisters during breakfast on Saturday and then hung up. The responses given by the
elder Sisters when asked to offer a word of advice to the younger were most interesting. This sharing was
evidence that the hope that this activity would be an opportunity for getting to know one another better
had been realized.

In the afternoon, all were invited for Fresh-Air Friday. This was a time for further conversation, fun and
laughter. Sr. Mary Clement surprised the group with accordion music to accompany the singing of seven
verses of “God Is So Good”. Then the treat—the “build-your-own sundae”!

Two discerners and their family/support person joined the Sisters for supper on Friday evening. This was
followed by gathering in the community room to view a PowerPoint presentation about a day in the life of
a postulant, novice, temporary professed Sister. Following a fun ice-breaker, there was a “fish-bowl” session
during which the directresses asked questions of the postulants and novices about their discernment challenges
and their joys/expectations in beginning the journey of religious life.

All of us felt the time
spent together—al-
though very short—was
meaningful. It achieved
Mother Pauline’s desire
that we become one
heart and one soul. T

The “Fish-Bowl” session
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B In Memoriam

Sr. Myra BEItZ died peacefully at
Sacred Heart Convent on October 11 at 4:20
a.m. She was 96 years old.

Evelyn Beltz was born on December 28,
1920 in Chicago, IL; on September 12, 1939
she entered the SCC candidacy in Wilmette.
On August 21, 1940 Evelyn was received into
the novitiate and given the name Sr. Myra.
After pronouncing her first vows on August 21,
1942 Sr. Myra was sent to teach kindergarten
at St. Boniface School in St. Louis, MO.
Several other teaching assignments followed. In 1966 Sr. Myra was
sent to Waconia, MN, where her teaching career was augmented by
the duties of principal. The most memorable chapter of Sister’s life
began in 1978 when she was sent to Westphalia, MI; she spent 20 years
there as principal of St. Mary School. In 2000 Sr. Myra returned to
Chicago, and in 2001 she was transferred to Sacred Heart Convent.
“What I will always remember about Sr. Myra,” commented one Sister,
“is that she liked to be kept busy.”

The wake for Sr. Myra took place on Sunday, October 15 at Sacred
Heart Convent. Seventeen family members were at the wake, including
her brother Henry. Four of the younger members of the family — one
played the guitar and another the violin—sang two meaningful songs.
Sixteen of Sr. Myra’s friends, former co-workers and former students
drove from Westphalia, M1 to attend the funeral.

Fr. George Bergin, SVD celebrated the Mass of Christian Burial. In
his homily he read “The Dash”, a poem by Linda Ellis. Afterward he
commented that Sr. Myra’s life “was a dash well spent”.

perpetual profession on August 20, 1957.

James Crawford
Brother-in-law of Sr. Consuela Chase

Thomas Densch
Uncle of Sr. Anastasia Sanford

Carol Fitzgibbon
Cousin of Sr. Janice Boyer

Donna M. Lindgren Muesig
“M” class of 45

Marie Martin
Sister of Sr. Adeline Schneider (dec.)

Nancy Judae Nickson
“M” class of ‘46

LEft up your hearts!

Our homee Lies above!
Life’s task: to love God, to serve
hime and our netghbor --
then he will one day Lead us

Lnto his blessedmness.

Pauline von Mallinckrodt, 1848

Sr. Ma ry Ann EUItgen died on December 27, 2017 at Sacred Heart
Convent at about 6:00 a.m. She was 84 years old.

Mary Ann Eultgen was born on February 12, 1933 in St. Louis, MO. She entered
the convent on August 28, 1947. On August 21, 1949 she was received into the novitiate
and given the name “Sr. Carol”. She made her first vows on August 21, 1951 and her

Sister’s first ministry was that of grade school teacher. In 1970 Sr. Mary Ann
(she returned to her baptismal name that year) took on a new ministry: working in
the St. Thomas Housing Project in New Orleans.

St. Louis, MO: the year 1994 marked a change in ministry for Sr. Mary Ann; for

two years she was a student in hospital Clinical Pastoral Education. In 1996 she began
her work as Pastoral Minister, a work she would continue up to the three months preceding her death.
In addition to her part-time ministry, Sr. Mary Ann served as the local coordinator of the Companions of
Pauline in St. Louis and as a member of the Board of St. Vincent Home for Children.

On September 8, 2017 Sr. Mary Ann received the diagnosis of pancreatic cancer. On October 30th Mission
#509 of “Grace on Wings” took place, a special flight which brought her to Sacred Heart Convent in Wilmette.
Over the next two months Sr. Mary Ann would lovingly remark that it was so good to be “home” with all her
Sisters of Christian Charity. “Sr. Mary Ann did not shrink from the ‘hard questions’,” noted one Sister. “In the

course of her work as Pastoral Minister in hospitals she had helped many people come to terms with impending
death.” Because Sr. Mary Ann had donated her body to science a Memorial Mass at Sacred Heart Convent took
place on January 6, 2018.
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Happy 104" Birthday Sister Agnette!

Below: Local leader Sr. Eleanor Ann Ortmann
helps Sr. Agnette unwrap her gifts. One of these
gifts was a miniature deck of cards, which she

is holding in the front cover photo. The cards fit
nicely on her bedroom desk.

Above: A group of friends/volunteers helped Sr. Agnette celebrate.
L-R: Joan Henrick, Tory Turbov, Mary Clare Donnelly, Ryen Delaney,
P.J. Langas, Karen Hyman, Sally Turbov.






