September 11, 2012

On Tuesday, September 11, as we remember our day of fast and prayer, we are
invited to “see with the eyes of God and with women’s hearts, the distress of
millions of immigrants and displaced persons, of children and women victims of
human trafficking seeking a more human life.” (Chapter Document, 2007)
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Litany of Remembrance

When we remember the stockbrokers, office workers, maintenance workers,
bystanders, window-washers and all the others who worked together so
valiantly to help each other, we can say together:

We remember great courage.

When we recall the firefighters who rushed upstairs as most everyone else
was racing out, we can say together,
We remember selfless service.

When we recall the police officers who stood to protect and defend the
people and performed their duties until the towers came crashing down on
top of them, we can say together,

We remember selfless sacrifice for the safety of others.

When we recall the thousands of workers, women and men and, old and
young, single and married, American-born and those born in countries around
the world who did not escape the buildings, we can say together,

We remember the loss of human life.

When we recall those citizens who rushed to help, did all they could to help,
we can say together,

We remember and give thanks for dutiful commitment to those in
distress.

When we recall the people who stood in line at the nation's blood banks to
make living donations from their very bodies, we can say together.

We give thanks for those who live on to pass on life and love.

When we remember the millions of Americans who gave so generously of
their life and labor to endow funds to help the survivors and their families
recover from their losses, we can say together,

We are grateful for generosity.

We light a candle to light the way to a better world for our children and our children's
children, and all the children of God.



